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AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
UNIT 10 – 4760 North 28th
BOULDER, CO 80304
2012-2013
MEMBER INFORMATION,
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES,
AND CALENDAR 

MEETINGS OPEN TO ALL MEMBERS – Please Plan to Attend

*Meeting Date subject to change to accommodate special situations. Please check with the Post to verifiy Meeting Dates and times, read the Newsletter or watch for email/phone notifications.

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY

Mission Statement 
In the spirit of service, not self, the mission of the American Legion Auxiliary is to support The American Legion and to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our veterans, military, and their families, both at home and abroad. For God and Country, we advocate for veterans, educate our citizens, mentor youth, and promote patriotism, good citizenship, peace and security.

Vision Statement
The vision of the American Legion Auxiliary is to support The American Legion while becoming the premier service organization and foundation of every community providing support for our veterans, our military, and their families by shaping a positive future in an atmosphere of fellowship, patriotism, peace and security.
Purposes
In fulfillment of our Mission, the American Legion Auxiliary adheres to the following purposes: 

· To support and advocate for veterans, active military and their families 

· To support the initiatives and programs of The American Legion 

· To foster patriotism and responsible citizenship 

· To award scholarships and promote quality education and literacy 

· To provide educational and leadership opportunities that uphold the ideals of freedom and democracy and encourage good citizenship and patriotism in government 

· To increase our capacity to deliver our Mission by providing meaningful volunteer opportunities within our communities 

· To empower our membership to achieve personal fulfillment through "service not self" 

Values
Our statement of values is predicated on the founding purposes....

· Commitment to the four founding principles; 
- Justice, Freedom, Democracy, Loyalty 

· Service to God, our country, its veterans and their families 

· Tradition of patriotism and citizenship 

· Personal integrity and family values 

· Respect for the uniqueness of individual members 

· Truthful open communication in dealing with the public and our members 

· Adherence to the adopted policies and rules
www.alaforveterans.org
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History

Founded in 1919, the American Legion Auxiliary is the world’s largest patriotic women’s service organization. With a membership at nearly 800,000, local American Legion Auxiliary units have a strong presence in more than 9,500 communities nationwide. The American Legion Auxiliary’s mission is to support The American Legion and to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our veterans, military, and their families, both at home and abroad. 

For God and Country, we advocate for veterans, educate our citizens, mentor youth, and promote patriotism, good citizenship, peace and security.

A Legacy of Service, Not Self is Born
A group of 20 officers who served in the American Expeditionary Forces in World War I were asked to suggest ideas on how to improve troop morale. One officer, Lieutenant Colonel Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., proposed an organization of veterans, which we know today as The
American Legion.

The original purpose of The Legion was to “preserve the memories and incidence of our association in the great war,” helping those who had served in foreign wars to reintegrate into their hometowns while still remaining connected to those with whom they had served abroad.

The Legion served as a support group, a social club and an extended family for former servicemen. After two planning caucuses held by a committee of officers who had the confidence and respect of their military comrades, they designed a constitution to govern the group and set up headquarters in New York City to begin work on its programs of relief, employment and Americanism.
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After the formation of The American Legion, a number of womens organizations wanted to become the official affiliation of The Legion. The women who had served so faithfully during the trying days of the war wanted to continue to serve. After careful consideration, the committee agreed that a new organization should be made up of the women most closely associated with the men of The Legion, and that these women would serve with The Legion, in peace as they had in war. The committee decided to build a new organization from the ground up, so the Auxiliary could then carry forward the phases of Legion activities more suitably performed by women.


In less than one year, 1,342 local units of the Women’s Auxiliary to The American Legion had been organized in more than 45 states.

Our Role
We take our role as a veterans service organization seriously; meeting the needs of veterans and keeping those needs front and center in the minds of the American public! 

Veterans Service Organization
Think about the last time you received what  you needed when  you needed it. Did you call it a gift or even a miracle? In the American Legion Auxiliary that “need meeting-gift giving” happens continuously. And it’s possible because as the largest women’s patriotic service organization in the world our membership of nearly 800,000 strong is fiercely dedicated to serving, helping, and meeting needs. Our focus is what it’s always been: servicemembers, veterans and their families in their communities. And our members produce annual statistics in the millions.  Learn More at www.alaforveterans.org...
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Advocates for Patriotism
We know that freedom isn’t free. For some of us, the sacrifices still have a sting. It is from this place of appreciation that we work to protect our country’s founding values and to honor those who put their lives on the line for us. We do that by telling others about the significance of respecting our flag as a symbol of our great nation. We do that by providing care and comfort to our veterans. And we do that by encouraging all Americans to live out their patriotism with a sense of pride for this land we call home. Learn More at www.alaforveterans.org...

For God and Country 

If you want your structure to stand the test of time, you’ll exercise great care in choosing your builder and insist on a rock solid foundation. That’s exactly what the American Legion Auxiliary did 90 years ago when we founded our organization… on God and Country. Then and now everything we’re involved in can be traced back to the purposes in our Preamble that begins with those words, For God and Country.

Like the sun, moon and stars, our founding principles of justice, freedom and [image: image62.jpg]


democracy have stood the test of time. Our members can be proud of their association with an organization that puts God and Country first. Now, more than ever, we need to stand firm in expressing our belief in God and do all we can to support the men and women who are fighting to keep us free. 

UNIT OFFICERS – 2012-2013 Fiscal Year

UNIT NO:    10                 
DISTRICT NO:    4                

CITY:    BOULDER 

NAME OF UNIT AS IT APPEARS ON CHARTER:      AUXILIARY UNIT 10_  

DAY OF MEETING:   1st TUESDAY OF MONTH          

SENIOR DUES: $25
PRESIDENT:   Susan Palmer      



PHONE:    303-499-3671
Address:    4295 Moorhead Ave, Boulder, CO 80303

Email: sasbpalmer@gmail.com
1st VICE PRESIDENT:     Lynn Duguay    


PHONE:    303-250-8201
Address:  




 

Email:  ldug@aol.com
 SECRETARY:     Jan Beyer     



PHONE:    303-438-6725  
Address:  




  

Email:  jannellbeyer@yahoo.com
TREASURER:     Mary French



PHONE:   720-621-4469        

Address:     






Email:  
CHAPLAIN:     Charissa Poteet     



PHONE:                

Address:  






Email: 
HISTORIAN:     Jean Covery                


PHONE:  720-301-6477                         

Address:  






Email:  
SGT-AT-ARMS:     Sandra Honohan

    
PHONE:  

Address:       





  
Email:  
***********************************************************************
MAIL IS TO BE SENT TO:    PRESIDENT AND  SECRETARY_  

Newly elected officers assume their duties after the Department Convention, which is held annually at the end of June.
DOCUMENT YOUR SERVICE HOURS PLEASE
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Please submit your service hours, money spent/donated, and mileage (with odometer readings) driven on behalf of the Unit  

to the Unit President

monthly OR no later than the end of 

March
Remember, your activities can count for more than one program and bring recognition to our Unit for all you do!

Thank you.

 Local Opportunities

In addition to the National Programs supported by The American Legion Auxiliary which are documented on the following pages, the local Unit needs volunteers for the following programs:

1. ATTEND AUXILIARY MEETINGS
2. Chair a Program Committee
3. Assist with Legion Events
4. Sunday Breakfasts
5. Vote
6. Memorial Day
7. Girls State (Spring – June)
8. Oratorical Contest (March)
9. Veteran’s Day Activities
10. Labor Day Activities 
11. July 4th Activities
12. Volunteer at a VA Hospital
13.  Father’s Day Breakfast 
14. Fly the Flag


VOLUNTEER ACTIVITY EXAMPLES THAT CAN BE COUNTED:

1. Participate in Unit Activities

2. Assist any veteran or their family
3. Fund Raising

4. Girls State

5. Serve Food at Events

6. Community Service Donations
7. Donations to needy families
8. Work at Events that support Veterans
9. Take a veteran to the Doctor

10. Help with Nursing Homes Programs

11. Poppy Program: Distribute, Use, teach   citizens about the program
12. Help with Newsletter: write, distribute, keep email listings
13. Participate in “Get the Vote Out” programs

14. Distribute Energy Saving Ideas

15. Make and/or Serve Food to Veterans or their families

16. Develop or assist with “Support Our Troops” activities

As you can see from this list, your volunteer hours can be many things.  If in doubt, report the hours with a description of the activity and your Officers will apply the hours to the appropriate category.  Activities can count in more than one category of service for the same hours served.  Please help our Unit in demonstrating what a strong volunteer spirit we have.

· DOCUMENT THE HOURS YOU WORK – with description of what you did, who you assisted, or what event you participated in

· Note:  Activities generating tips or payment do not count as volunteer service

· Document the miles you drive to do volunteer work

· Document the money you spend on projects, baking, and volunteering

· Document any donations (cash or in kind) to our Unit, Post or Veteran’s activity

	MEMBER NAME: _____________________________________________
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	AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY -- VOLUNTEER HOURS TALLY SHEET

	DESCRIPTION OF VOLUNTEER ACTIVITY
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	DOLLAR AMOUNT DONATED
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Guide to Auxiliary Programs

What we are …..

The American Legion Auxiliary, the world’s largest, nonprofit, patriotic women’s service organization, was founded in 1919 to support the work of The American Legion and to serve the needs of American veterans and their families.  Auxiliary volunteers work for a multitude of worthwhile causes which benefit America’s veterans, children and communities.

Who we are ….

The Auxiliary’s one million members are women, from all age groups, races and walks of life, who have joined together in the fellowship of giving.  Membership in the American Legion Auxiliary is a special volunteer opportunity for women aged 18 or older who are either veterans themselves or the immediate relative of American Legion members or deceased veterans of war.

Where we are …..

There are approximately 12,000 active, local Auxiliary Units chartered in the United States, and around the world in Australia, France, Germany, the Phillippines, the Panama Canal, Guam, Canada, Costa Rica, Mexico, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.

What we do ….

The Auxiliary’s multi-faceted programs assist veterans and their families; promote the welfare and education of children and young people; fund scholarships; support a multitude of community service projects; and provide vital information to the public on numerous local and national issues.

In a single year, over 8 million volunteer hours and $19 million are donated to countless worthwhile causes.  Veteran’s programs alone account for more than 163,000 hospital, field and home service volunteers who single handedly raised $10 million and donated 3.5 million hours to assist nearly 1.5 million veterans.

Why we do it ….

The spirit of volunteerism is exceptionally strong in the members of the American Legion Auxiliary.  The philosophy “Service, Not Self” is the prime philosophy of Auxiliary volunteers who have been helping those in need for more than 70 years.  These dedicated, forward-thinking and kindly women give because they believe in America and because they care about their fellow man.

How to join and participate ….

Interested eligible individuals can obtain membership information and an application from any Auxiliary member, from their local Auxiliary Unit, from their Department Headquarters or from the National Headquarters in Indianapolis.

	Auxiliary Programs
Annual “Plans of Action” are posted on the Auxiliary website at www.alaforveterans.org for more details and suggested ways to advance these programs.   Please consider becoming a chairperson for one of these programs for Unit 111.  Contact the Unit President to volunteer.

	 
	
	
	

	 
	Americanism 
 
The Auxiliary's Americanism program promotes patriotism and responsible citizenship and strives to uphold and promote American ideals and the principles of democracy. 
The goal of the Auxiliary's Americanism program is to educate every citizen on the fundamentals of American government, the Bill of Rights and the value of active, informed involvement in the home, in the Auxiliary organization and in the community. Most successful Americanism programs are cooperative efforts between an Auxiliary Unit and its community. Contributions donated to the Spirit of Youth Foundation by individuals, organizations and members' estates, benefit young people through such programs as the Americanism Youth Conference at Freedom's Foundation and the National President's Scholarship program. 
The Citizens Flag Alliance is an apolitical, non-partisan confederation of organizations and individuals who wish to protect the United States flag from acts of physical desecration. The Citizens Flag Alliance's goal is to pass a Constitutional amendment prohibiting flag desecration. The American Legion Auxiliary joined this effort in 1994 due to its belief that the flag is unique, deserving proper respect, care and protection.
Auxiliary Emergency Fund 
 
The Auxiliary Emergency Fund is an excellent example of the Auxiliary's dedication to "Women Helping Women." The fund, established in 1969, is supported by memorial contributions from Auxiliary Units and members. It provides temporary emergency financial assistance to Auxiliary members who have exhausted all other personal and community resources. For members who find themselves suddenly single, deserted, divorced, or widowed, with no skills to support themselves or their families, the Displaced Homemakers Fund provides immediate aide to help the member acquire new job skills through schooling or job training.


	
	


	Cavalcade of Memories 


	

	

	 
	Auxiliary members feel an obligation to preserve the history and traditions of their organization. The Cavalcade of Memories was established in 1972 at the Auxiliary's Indianapolis Headquarters to house valuable, historical keepsakes collected and contributed by different Departments throughout the years. Today, more than 80 year's worth of Auxiliary memorabilia is on display in the Cavalcade and throughout National Headquarters.

	


	Children and Youth 


	

	

	 
	The Auxiliary's Children and Youth program provides care and strives to improve conditions for all children. The program works to preserve the integrity of the family unit and takes a realistic approach to the needs of children by considering the physical and spiritual, as well as the emotional and educational aspects, of each situation. The Children and Youth program cooperates with many other public and private community agencies and organizations and supports essential legislation for children at the national, state, and local levels. In some cases, the program offers direct financial assistance and services to individual children or to the families of veterans. Auxiliary members also contribute to The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation, which was established in 1954 to fund special programs and projects which emphasize preventative solutions to difficult children's issues. Educating members and the general public about these issues is a primary goal of the Auxiliary's Children and Youth program.

	

	Community Service 


	

	 
	The Auxiliary's Community Service program is based on the premise that no organization has a right to exist within the community without giving something to that community in return. Community service helps to make our communities better places in which to live. Auxiliary members study community needs, recommend projects, raise funds and donate their time to accomplish their specific objectives. Special attention is given to the selection of each project to ensure that the work of other organizations is not duplicated. Auxiliary Units also provide assistance on Community Service projects sponsored by American Legion Posts and work with other organizations to implement practical, worthwhile projects for the benefit of the community. Some examples include, blood drives, first aid and CPR training, child safety programs, support for women in shelters, donations to shelters for the homeless, tree plantings, recycling programs, and disaster and emergency preparedness programs.




	Constitution and Bylaws 


	

	

	 
	The Auxiliary's Constitution and Bylaws program encourages Auxiliary members to study and understand the organization's formal written policies and procedures, particularly as they relate to the rights and benefits of membership. Members are encouraged to review the Auxiliary Constitution and Bylaws on an annual basis and may submit ideas for review and possible change.  (Note:  Often a Parliamentarian is appointed by the President who may also perform duties of a Constitution and Bylaws Chair)


	


	Education 


	

	

	 
	Auxiliary members believe that a solid educational foundation is the cornerstone of American freedom. The Auxiliary's Education program promotes quality education for every child and supports students in their desire to continue their education beyond high school. Auxiliary members work actively with educators and local schools to develop and maintain an educational system that serves the needs of all children at every level. Auxiliary volunteers sponsor and support state and national education legislation; establish new scholarship opportunities for students; alert eligible students to existing scholarship resources; help students identify career opportunities and professional job requirements; and encourage students to plan early for college and apply for scholarship opportunities.

	

	Girls State/Girls Nation 


	

	 
	Girls State is a nonpartisan program that teaches young women responsible citizenship and love for God and Country. Since the inception of the Girls State program in 1937, nearly one million young people have had the opportunity to learn first-hand how their state and local government works. High school girls, having completed their junior year spend an intensive week of study, working together as self-governing citizens at Auxiliary sponsored Girls State programs in every state. They learn how to participate in the functioning of their state's government in preparation for their future roles as responsible adult citizens. Two girls are selected from each Girls State program to attend Girls Nation, a national government training program. Girls Nation "senators" meet for a week in Washington, D.C., where they run for political office, campaign for the passage of legislation and meet with state Representatives and Senators. Capping off the week of Girls Nation is a meeting with the President of the United States at The White House.




	 Junior Activities


	

	

	 
	Junior Auxiliary membership for girls under the age of 18 is a training ground which prepares young women for active adult membership. Junior activities and programs reflect and support the work of the Auxiliary and instill the ideals of the organization. The Junior program is an important step in the transition from childhood to responsible adulthood. At age 18, Junior members automatically are eligible for full, active membership.

	


	Leadership 


	

	

	 
	The success of any organization depends largely upon the skill and competence of its leaders. Auxiliary members are vitally concerned with developing present and future leadership within the organization. Comprehensive training courses and materials are offered in every Auxiliary Department and by the National organization. Courses focus on fundamental management and communication skills and outline the basic responsibilities and leadership opportunities which are available within the many programs of the Auxiliary. Units and Departments conduct leadership workshops with motivational speakers to increase enthusiasm for all Auxiliary programs.

	

	Legislative 


	

	 
	Auxiliary members are encouraged to get involved and stay informed on local and national issues of special interest to the organization. They keep in close contact with their legislative representatives about issues which concern veterans, young people and entire communities. Auxiliary members know there is strength in numbers. Many beneficial laws have been passed because of Legion and Auxiliary support.



	Membership 


	

	 
	The Auxiliary's Membership program conducts ongoing recruiting to ensure the future growth and prosperity of the organization. Unit members work diligently to publicize and promote the benefits, objectives and activities of the Auxiliary and seek out those eligible women who might be interested in membership and active involvement in Unit activities. Units, Departments and Divisions vie in friendly competition against one another as they work toward reaching their individual and organizational membership goals.


	

	National Security 


	

	 
	The Auxiliary believes in maintaining a strong national defense and endeavors to educate its members on all vital national security issues. In cooperation` with The American Legion, Auxiliary members are briefed on a wide range of topics at local and national meetings and through publications and bulletins. Topics include national and civil defense; crime prevention; emergency and disaster preparedness; and environmental protection. The member's clear understanding of the issues helps to lay the groundwork for community-wide mobilization and support of various national security activities. National activities include the annual Awareness Assembly, a legislative forum in Washington, D.C.; POW/MIA Awareness; crime prevention; and local and worldwide support of USO activities.

	


	Past Presidents Parley 


	

	

	 
	Members who have served the Auxiliary as Unit, Department and/or National Presidents are a valuable resource to the organization. As members of the Past Presidents Parley committee, they put their leadership experience to good use, offering guidance and/or counsel on any activity or problem requiring special support or emphasis Committee members also maintain a scholarship fund for nurses and contribute to the "Women in Military Service" memorial. The Past Presidents Parley is a primary source of support for hospitalized women veterans.



	Poppy 


	

	 
	The Poppy Program is the oldest and most widely recognized Auxiliary program. Each year around Memorial Day, Auxiliary volunteers distribute millions of bright red crepe paper poppies in exchange for contributions to assist disabled and hospitalized veterans. The program provides multiple benefits to the veterans and to the community. The hospitalized veterans who make the flowers are able to earn a small wage which helps to supplement their incomes and makes them feel more self-sufficient. The physical and mental activity provides many therapeutic benefits as well. Donations are used exclusively to assist and support veterans and their families. The poppy also reminds the community of the past sacrifices and continuing needs of our veterans. Auxiliary members endeavor to explain the true meaning of this little flower to all those who receive it. The poppy has become a nationally known and recognized symbol of sacrifice and is worn and used by Auxiliary members to honor the men and women who served and died for their country in all wars.

	

	Public Relations 


	

	 
	The Auxiliary's positive public image and excellent reputation in the community is no accident. The Public Relations program works to establish and maintain good will within the organization and with the general public and promotes the Auxiliary's many worthwhile programs, events, activities and accomplishments through every available medium. Public Relations performs a dual function. Doing things well and making sure that the public is aware of the efforts and the results ensures continued community support and awareness of Auxiliary programs. Good publicity augments and supports the Auxiliary's recruiting efforts by attracting interested, eligible women and motivating them to become active members. A major communications vehicle is the Auxiliary's bi-monthly national magazine, National News. This publication is a primary source of information and means of communication between the local Unit members and the organization's national leadership.

	


	Veteran's Affairs and Rehabilitation 


	

	

	 
	The Auxiliary's Veteran's Affairs and Rehabilitation program provides service and financial assistance to veterans and their families. Auxiliary members are interested in restoring the veteran and his family to normal function — physically, mentally, socially and vocationally. Members provide emotional support and cheerful companionship while attending to the hospitalized, handicapped and homebound veterans' physical comforts. In a single year, veterans' programs utilized the services of more than 100,000 hospital field and home service volunteers who donated millions of dollars and millions of hours to assist veterans. The Auxiliary's gift shops and holiday parties have become an essential part of the VA program. The Poppy program provides therapy and a means of earning money for handicapped and hospitalized veterans and their families. Members work with legislators and congressmen to pass legislation to increase government benefits and assistance for veterans. Essential equipment and supplies are purchased by caring members to upgrade and facilitate the level of care provided in veterans' facilities. Members furnish job assistance, transportation, food, clothing and medicine to thousands of needy, handicapped and homeless veterans. The Auxiliary plays a necessary and important role in the life of America's veterans.


SUB-COMMITTEES OF VA & R: 
provide regular volunteer service to veterans and their families at VA Medical Centers (VA

Volunteer Service or VAVS), at Veterans State Homes and Hospitals, 
in community settings (Field Service), and 
from their homes (Home Service).

	FAQ's
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	What is the primary purpose of the Auxiliary Organization? 
The first words of the Auxiliary preamble are "For God and Country." Members believe in the ideals and principles of America's founding fathers and pledge to foster patriotism, preserve and defend the Constitution, promote allegiance to God and Country, and uphold the basic principles of freedom of religion, freedom of expression and freedom of choice.  Auxiliary programs were created to provide assistance, education and financial support for veterans and their families, and in the community, the organization focuses on helping to create a better society, particularly for the nation's citizens of the future, our children and young people.

What is the relationship between the American Legion and the American Legion Auxiliary? 
The Auxiliary is a part of the Legion family of service affiliates which also includes the Sons of the American Legion and the 8 & 40. Local Auxiliary Units are usually but not always affiliated with an American Legion Post and support Legion-sponsored activities through volunteer service and fundraising activities. The Auxiliary has expanded some of its programs and initiated others to meet the special needs of women and their families, but most programs augment or complement Legion programs.

What is the difference between the Auxiliary and other veterans organizations? 
The American Legion Auxiliary, although not the first such organization, is the largest patriotic women's service organization in the world. Affiliated with The American Legion and chartered by Congress in 1920, the Auxiliary is a veterans' service organization with volunteer representation in all 173 VA Medical Centers. Nearly one million Auxiliary members in nearly 11,000 American communities provide a rich and varied resource pool of ability, talent and leadership experience. 
	
	


Who can join?
Eligibility is quite simple. Membership is open to female veterans and to the mothers, wives, sisters, daughters, granddaughters or great-granddaughters of American Legion members or deceased veterans who served in the Armed Forces during World Wars I and II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, Grenada, Panama, and/or Lebanon conflicts, and the Persian Gulf War. Descendants of veterans (great-granddaughters, etc.) often are presented with Junior memberships at birth or during childhood through the generosity of an older relative and Auxiliary member. Many of these young women continue their membership as Senior members after they reach age 18. 

What do Auxiliary members have in common?
There is really no "typical" member. Auxiliary members are women of all ages and from all walks of life. They are service-oriented. They have a variety of outside interests, activities and lifestyles. They are active in their communities and in other religious or fraternal organizations. They share a deep and abiding concern for their fellowman, great compassion for those in need and a sense of personal responsibility and commitment to God, country and community. Auxiliary members are patriots in every sense of the word. Their patriotism comes from the heart. It is not mandated through legislation or instilled by force. Their primary goals are to serve our veterans, to safeguard and nurture our nation's children and to educate all citizens, young and old, about the benefits, privileges and responsibilities of American citizenship. 

What are the advantages of Auxiliary membership?
The Auxiliary is a highly visible, remarkable organization, with over 75 proud years of service to veterans and the nation's communities. In addition to the personal gratification and rewards gained in voluntary service, there are many tangible benefits for members of the Auxiliary. Members receive a complimentary subscription to the Auxiliary's bimonthly publication, National News, special MasterCard and money-market investment plans, free travel and accident insurance, low-cost life and health insurance coverage, and discounts on interstate moves, eye-glasses, hearing aids, prescriptions and rental cars. Auxiliary members who find themselves without other resources can obtain temporary, emergency financial assistance or money for schooling to re-enter the job market.

Where will new members come from?
One day a lasting peace may eliminate the need for veterans organizations like the Auxiliary. Until then, the Auxiliary continues the battle against poverty, ignorance and numerous social problems in our communities and the nation. There will always be the need for new Auxiliary volunteers who are willing to help with the important volunteer work still to be done. We have barely scratched the surface and the Auxiliary seeks every opportunity to attract new members and tell the nation about the valuable community service work of the organization.

How did the Auxiliary support American servicemen and women during the Persian Gulf War?
When thousands of men and women on active duty and in the reserves were called to the Middle East, many service families needed help to cope with the emotional and financial burdens caused by the sudden separation and disruption to their lives. The American Legion and Auxiliary pledged their "mutual helpfulness" to support the families of American servicemen and women while they served overseas through the Family Support Network, a national emergency assistance program in which military families call a toll-free number manned by Auxiliary and Legion members with requests for help.


What kinds of services does the Auxiliary provide for homeless veterans?
Auxiliary volunteers across the nation will offer their support to homeless veterans in a variety of ways, depending on the preferences of individual Units and the needs of particular communities. Many local Units will work closely with other organizations in their community dedicated to helping the homeless. Individuals and entire Units may volunteer time and/or financial support to local shelters and coordinate or participate in food or clothing drives. Units may serve as a referral service to the homeless veteran as well, offering individuals in need the names and telephone numbers of local, available resources in their communities.

What is teen court and how does it work?
Teen Court is a cooperative, volunteer community program which provides an alternative to the formal process of trial and sentencing for young offenders. Young, mostly first-time offenders, aged 10 through high school, who have committed certain misdemeanor crimes (Class C and B only) such as traffic tickets, shoplifting, truancy, drinking, drugs, assault and others, agree to meet with local authorities and parents. There, they agree to take responsibility for their own actions and to voluntarily accept a sentence from a jury of their peers. The sentence is a contract to serve a suitable amount of time in volunteer or community service or to make some kind of appropriate restitution for their offense. Upon completion of the sentence, the referring agency dismisses charges against the youth. The young person takes an active role in clearing their record and learns that breaking the law is unacceptable. Many young people return to the program as volunteers themselves or enter law enforcement. Auxiliary Units across the nation are working to initiate this type of program by contacting and meeting with local agencies and working cooperatively wherever there is a need.

What is the Citizens Flag Alliance?
The Citizens Flag Alliance is an apolitical, non-partisan confederation of organizations and individuals who wish to protect the United States flag from public physical desecration. Stressing education along with rallying public support, the Citizens Flag Alliance's goal is to pass a narrowly drawn Constitutional amendment making it illegal to publicly desecrate the flag. The American Legion Auxiliary joined this effort in 1994 because it believes the flag is unique among our national symbols and it deserves respect, care and protection.

How does the Auxiliary support American servicemen and women during overseas deployment?
When thousands of men and women on active duty and in the reserves are called to overseas ventures, many service families need help to cope with the emotional and financial burdens caused by the sudden separation and disruption to their lives. The American Legion and Auxiliary pledge their "mutual helpfulness" to support the families of American servicemen and women while they serve overseas through the Family Support Network, a national emergency assistance program, in which military families call a toll-free number manned by Auxiliary and Legion members with requests for help.
	May 2012

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	 
	
	1


	2
	3
	4
	5

	6


	7
	8


	9
	10


	11

[image: image4.wmf]
Military Spouse Day (Friday before Mother’s Day)
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Peace Officer’s Memorial Day & Police Week
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National Defense Transportation Day
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Armed Forces Day (3rd Saturday of May)
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National Maritime Day
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POPPY DAY
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POPPY DAY
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	31
	
	


· POPPY PROGRAM – May  Memorial Weekend_______________________
· MEMORIAL DAY SERVICES – Boulder Post
_______________________ 

· Mother’s Day (SAL Breakfast) _________________________________________
· Election of Officers at May Meeting_____________________________________
· _________________________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________________________
· **National Military Appreciation Month _________________________________________________________________
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D-Day

Battle of Midway Day
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FLAG DAY
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US Army Birthday
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1st Day of Summer
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73rd U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Birthday
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· FLAG DAY JUNE 14____________________________________

· FATHER’S DAY 
   _______________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________
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	Thursday
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Fourth of July
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Korean War Veteran’s Armistice Day
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· July 4th_____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________
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	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
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Colorado Statehood - 1876
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· Consider:  

· Consider:  

· Consider:  

· Consider:  

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________
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Labor Day
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Patriot Day
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Constitution Day
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1ST Day of Autumn
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· Labor Day  Activity:  
· Labor Day Parade - Monday

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________
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Columbus Day
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United Nations Day
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Navy Day
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Halloween
	
	
	


· Consider:  Veteran’s Day Program or Support (Nov 11)

· Consider:  Veteran Support Donations for Year, including Poppy Funds

· Consider: Poppy Order

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________
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	Friday
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Daylight Savings Time Ends – FALL BACK
AUX Breakfast
	5
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Election Day

Auxiliary Meeting 7pm
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	11

BREAKFAST 
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Veteran’s Day
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World Peace Day
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Aux Breakfast
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Thanksgiving Day
	23
	24

	25

SAL BREAKFAST 
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· Veteran’s Day – Nov 11 – Auxiliary Provide Salads
· Thanksgiving – Nov 22___________________________________
· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

[image: image34.wmf]=Fly Flag

	DECEMBER 2012



	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
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Aux Breakfast
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Aux Meeting

Xmas Party

7pm 
	5
	6
	7

[image: image35.wmf]
Pearl Harbor Day
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Aux Kids Christmas Party 2pm
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Christmas Eve
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Christmas Day
	26
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New Year’s Eve
	
	
	
	
	


· Aux Meeting – bring snack and $10 gift for exchange___________
· Help with kids party_____________________________________
· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________
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	Monday
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	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
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New Year’s Day
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Inauguration Day

Aux Breakfast
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Martin Luther King Jr. Day
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 SAL BREAKFAST
	28
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· CONSIDER:  

· Mid-Year Conference

· ___________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​January 25 – 27 in Colorado Springs​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________
· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________
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Aux Breakfast
	4
	5
Aux Meeting 
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Aux Breakfast
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Lincoln’s Birthday
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Valentine’s Day
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    Aux Breakfast
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President’s Day
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SAL BREAKFAST
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·  ____________________________________________________
· ____________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________
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	Friday
	Saturday

	 
	 
	  
	
	 
	1
	2

	3

Aux Breakfast
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	5
Aux Meeting
	6
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Aux Breakfast
*Daylight Savings Time Begins (Spring Forward)
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Aux Breakfast
St Patrick’s Day
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SAL BREAKFAST
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EASTER
	
	
	
	
	
	


· POST 10 Birthday Party – Auxiliary Provide Cake? __________

· Time to consider running for/holding an Auxiliary office__________
· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________
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	APRIL 2013


	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
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Aux Meeting work on annual reports
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	7
Aux Breakfast
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Aux Breakfast
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	20

	21
Aux Breakfast

	22
Earth Day
	23
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	28
SAL BREAKFAST


	29
	30
	
	
	
	


· CONSIDER:  Nomination of Officers

· CONSIDER:  Girl’s State Nominees_____________________________________

· CONSIDER:  Father’s Day Lunch or Event?

· ____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________

UPCOMING EVENTS – MAY THROUGH END OF FISCAL YEAR

· Memorial Day – May– Poppy Days 

· ELECTIONS 

· _____________________________________________________
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	Friday
	Saturday
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Aux Meeting Election of Officers
	8
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SAL BREAKFAST
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*Mother’s Day
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Armed Forces Day

	19


	20

 
	21


	22

 
	23
	24
	25

	
	27

[image: image50.wmf]
Memorial Day

(half staff until noon)
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· Memorial Day –– Poppy Days 
· AUXILIARY ELECTIONS MAY 7, 2013 MEETING

· **National Military Appreciation Month

· _____________________________________________________
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Aux Meeting
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D-Day
Battle of Midway Day
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Flag Day,
U.S. Army Birthday
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Aux Breakfast
*Father’s Day
	17
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	19
	20
	21
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U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Birthday
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· Father’s Day –

· INSTALLATIONS --  JUNE 4, 2013 MEETING

· _____________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________ 
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Fourth of July
	5
	6

	7


	8


	9


	10
	11
	12
	13

	14


	15
	16


	17
	18
	19
	20

	21


	22
	23
	24


	25
	26
	27

[image: image57.wmf]
Korean War Veteran’s Armistice Day
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Colorado Statehood - 1876  
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Basic Parliamentary Procedure, 
Christine Dickey, PRP, www.parliamentarian-chris-dickey.com,  2011 – From Auxiliary National Website Resources
Eight Steps in Processing a Main Motion

Step 1:  Member rises and addresses the chair when nothing is pending.  

Step 2:  Chair recognizes member by nodding at the member or stating his name. “ 

Step 3:  Member states his/her motion.  “I move that we have a canned food drive.”

Step 4:  Another member seconds the motion (without recognition).  “Second.”
Step 5:  Chair states the motion and places it before the assembly for discussion.  


“It is moved and seconded that we have a canned food drive.  Is there any discussion?”

Step 6:  Members have the right to get recognition and debate the motion.  


During debate subsidiary motions (i.e. amendments) may be introduced to help 


the assembly make a final decision.

Step 7:  When discussion is finished the Chair puts the question to a vote.  


“The question is on the adoption of the motion that we have a canned food drive.  


Those in favor, say AYE.”  (Pause.)  “Those opposed, say NO.” (Pause.)

Step 8:  Chair announces the results of the vote.  


“The AYES (NOES) have it; the motion is adopted (lost); we will (not) have a 


canned food drive; the next business in order is …”

Methods of Voting

· Unanimous Consent – no member objects to a proposal that meets with general approval; a vote of silent agreement.

· Voice Vote – regular method of voting on any motion that does not require more than a majority vote; most common form of voting.

· Rising Vote – method used when a two-thirds vote is required for adoption; is also used when a member calls for a division of the assembly.

· Show of Hands or Voting Cards – an alternative method for a rising vote. 

· Counted Vote – can be ordered by the chair when it appears a voice vote is unclear and it can be ordered by a majority vote of the assembly.

· Ballot or Roll Call Vote – can be ordered by a majority vote of the assembly and is required if specified in bylaws.
The Three Ways to Amend

1. To insert or to add (a word, consecutive words, or a paragraph).
Phrasing:  

“I move to amend the motion by inserting the word ‘consecutive’ before the word ‘terms.’”
“I move to add the words ‘at a cost not to exceed $100.’”

2. To strike out (a word, consecutive words, or a paragraph).                                                                                                                                

Phrasing:   

“I move to amend by striking out the word ‘every.’”

“I move to amend by striking out the words ‘during the second semester.’”

“I move to strike out the third paragraph.”
3. To strike out and insert (words) or to substitute (paragraph or entire main motion).
Phrasing:  

 “I move to strike out the word ‘monthly’ and insert the word ‘annually.’”

“I move to substitute for the pending main motion the following...”

Debate 

Decorum in Debate 

· In order to debate a question, a member must rise and address the presiding officer by his/her title, and be assigned the floor. 

· Always address remarks to the chair, never using a member's name where it is possible to describe him otherwise. 

· The correctness of a statement of facts may be denied, but the motives of a member are not questioned. 

· Discourteous language is never used. 

Rules of Debate 

· The maker of a debatable motion is always entitled to the floor first, as soon as the chair states the question on the motion. When a motion is made by order of a committee, the reporting member of the committee should be recognized first. 

· As much as possible,  debate should alternate between pro and con. 

· Confine debate to the question under consideration. 

· Ask permission of the assembly before reading any document. 

· Do not waste time with frivolous arguments or repetitions. 

· The member who introduces a question is allowed to close the debate, provided he/she has not already exhausted his time. 

· Time cannot be yielded to another speaker or saved for later use.

Number and Length of Speeches 

· Unless permission is given by the assembly, no member shall speak

... longer than ten minutes at a time, 

... more than twice on the same question on the same day, 

... a second time until every one has spoken who desires to do so. 

· At any meeting the limits of debate may be changed by a two-thirds vote. 
· If a member who has the floor allows another member to make an explanation, the time is charged to the one who has the floor. 
· Consider adopting a special rule of order limiting speakers to 2 to 3 minutes at a time.

The Order of Business

· Reading and approval of minutes – approves the record of actions taken at previous meeting.

· Reports of officers and standing committees – considers actions as recommended by an officer or committee. Any correspondence received should be read if not distributed prior to the meeting. A financial report is made at every meeting.

· Reports of special committees – considers actions as recommended by a group formed for a particular purpose.

· Special orders – considers items that were made special orders for this meeting or items required to be taken up at this meeting by provision in the bylaws.

· Unfinished business and general orders – considers items not reached when the last meeting adjourned or items postponed to this meeting.

· New business – considers actions proposed by members.

The 13 Ranking Motions – motions lower on the list cannot be made if anything higher is pending.

1. Fix the time to which to adjourn: This motion is used to set the time for another meeting to continue business of the session.  It does not adjourn the present meeting or set a time for its adjournment. 

2. Adjourn: This is a motion to close the meeting. 

3. Recess: A short interruption which does not close the meeting. After recess, business resumes at exactly the point where it was interrupted 

4. Raise a question of privilege: This device permits a request or a motion relating to the rights of either the assembly or an individual to interrupt business and, because of its urgency, be brought up for possible immediate consideration. 

5. Call for the order of the day: By the use of this motion, a single member can require the assembly to follow the order of business or agenda, or to take up a special order that is now due to come up, unless two-thirds of the assembly wish to do otherwise. 

6. Lay on the table: This motion is used to place the pending motion aside when something of an urgent nature arises and needs the immediate attention of the assembly. 

7. Previous question: This is simply a motion to end debate, allow no further subsidiary motions on the pending motion, and take a vote. It must be seconded, no debate is allowed, and a 2/3 vote is needed to close debate. 

8. Limit or extend limits of debate: This motion can reduce or increase the number and length of speeches permitted or limit the length of debate on a specific question. 

9. Postpone definitely: Should be used if the body needs more time to make a decision or if there is a time for consideration of the question that would be more convenient. The postponement cannot be beyond the next session in a group that meets regularly. 

10. Commit or refer to a committee: This motion sends the main motion to a committee for further examination and refinement before the body votes on it.  

11. Amend: The intent of this motion is to modify the pending motion before it is voted on. 

12. Postpone indefinitely: This motion, in effect, kills the main motion for the duration of the meeting without having to take a vote on it. 

13. Main motion:  a formal proposal for consideration and action.   

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS OF

AUXILIARY UNIT #10
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY

DEPARTMENT OF COLORADO

4760 North 28th , Boulder, CO 80304
CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE I – NAME

The Name of this organization shall be American Legion Auxiliary Unit No. 10 Department of Colorado.

ARTICLE II – NATURE

The American Legion Auxiliary is a civilian organization of women.

ARTICLE III – OBJECT

The object of the American Legion Auxiliary, Unit #10 Department of Colorado shall be as stated in the Preamble of the Constitution.

ARTICLE IV – ELIGIBILITY

Section 1. Membership in the American Legion Auxiliary shall be limited to the mothers, wives, daughters, sisters, granddaughters, great-granddaughters and grandmothers of members of The American Legion and to the mothers, wives, daughters, sisters, granddaughters, great-grand daughters and grandmothers of all men and women who were in the Armed Forces of the United States during any of the following periods: April 6, 1917 to November 11, 1918; December 7, 1941 to December 31,1946; June 25, 1950 to January 31,1955; February 28, 1961 to May 7, 1975; August 24, 1982 to July 31, 1984; December 20, 1989 to January 31,1990; August 2, 1990 to the date of cessation of hostilities as determined by the Government of the United States, all dates inclusive, or who, being citizens of the United States at the time of their entry therein, served on active duty in the armed forces of any of the governments associated with the United States during any of the said periods and died in the line of duty or after honorable discharge; and to those women who of their own right are eligible for membership in The American Legion.

Section 2. There shall be  Senior and Junior membership.

(a) Senior membership shall be composed of members over the age of eighteen

years; provided, however, that a wife under the age of eighteen years, who is

eligible under Section l of this article shall be classed as a Senior member.

(b) Dues shall be paid annually or for life.

(c) Junior Membership shall be defined as that group under the age of eighteen years. Upon reaching eighteen years of age, junior members shall automatically be admitted into senior membership with full privileges. However, a member under the age of eighteen years who is married shall be classified as a senior member.

ARTICLE V – UNIT OFFICERS

The Unit shall elect annually a President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Chaplain, Historian and Sergeant-at-Arms, who shall serve until their successors are duly installed or as otherwise provided.

ARTICLE VI – AMENDMENTS

Section 1. This Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members present at a regular Unit meeting, provided the proposed amendments shall have been read at the previous meeting.

Section 2. This Constitution shall be automatically amended to conform to the National and Department Constitution and Bylaws and Standing Rules of the American Legion Auxiliary.

BYLAWS

ARTICLE I – DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1. Duties of the Unit President: It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all meetings of the Unit; to enforce strict observance of the Constitution and Bylaws; to appoint members of the standing committees; to create such other committees and appoint members thereof as she deems advisable; to perform such other duties as custom and parliamentary usage require; and to appoint all officers not otherwise provided for.

Section 2. Duties of the Unit Vice President: The Vice President shall, when called upon, assist the President, and in her absence, perform her duties, and shall succeed her in office in case of death, resignation or removal from office; and to perform the duties of the Secretary in case of her absence.

Section 3. Duties of the Unit Secretary: It shall be the duty of the Secretary to record the proceedings and transactions of all meetings of the Unit; to act as custodian of all books, papers and records; to keep a record of names and addresses of the members, showing the source of their eligibility; to send out such notices as are directed by the President; to process the correspondence of the Unit; to keep on file in a comprehensive manner copies of all correspondence sent and received; and perform other duties as shall be required of her by the President.

Section 4. Duties of the Unit Treasurer: It shall be the duty of the Unit Treasurer to receive all money belonging to the Unit and to account for them. She shall keep an accounting of her receipts and expenditures, making a monthly report thereon, and such other reports as may be deemed necessary by the Unit President.  She shall maintain a report for all poppy donations and purchases.  At least 35% of all proceeds from Poppy Sales shall be donated to a Veterans Program each year; such program being chosen by majority vote during a regular meeting. Her accounts shall be audited annually. She shall pay all current bills before transferring all funds, books and papers belonging to the Unit to her successor.

Section 5. Duties of the Unit Chaplain: It shall be the duty of the Unit Chaplain to offer prayer at the opening and/or closing of each meeting, and to perform such other duties as the President may direct.

Section 6. Duties of the Unit Historian: It shall be the duty of the Unit Historian to compile historical records of the Unit and make a report to Department.

Section 7. Duties of the Unit Sergeant-at Arms: It shall be the duty of the Sergeant-at-Arms to preserve order at the meetings of the Unit and to perform such other duties as requested by the President.

Section 8. The office of Secretary may be combined with that of Treasurer and called “Secretary-Treasurer.”

ARTICLE II – DUES

Section 1. The current annual membership dues of this Unit shall be $25.00 for Senior Membership and $5 for Junior Membership to be paid annually or for life, and shall include the Department and National per capita.  The dues amount may be adjusted to reflect increases in per capita after discussion and voting at a regular meeting.

Section 2. A member failing to pay annual dues, including the Unit, State and National assessments, by January 31, shall be classed as delinquent and shall be suspended from all membership privileges. Payment of back dues, after suspension, shall reinstate such member to active membership. Any member delinquent to December 31 of the year of the delinquency shall automatically be dropped from the rolls and may be reinstated only by paying all back dues or by re-establishing eligibility and making application as a new member.

ARTICLE III – UNIT MEETING

Section 1. The regular meetings of the Auxiliary Unit shall be held on the 1st Tuesday of each month, unless otherwise specified, and shall be called to order at 7:00 pm.

Section 1. These Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members present at a regular Unit Meeting, provided the proposed amendments shall have been read at the previous Unit meeting.

Section 2. These Bylaws shall be automatically amended to conform to the National and Department Constitution and Bylaws and Standing Rules of the American Legion Auxiliary.
* * * * * * * * * *

NOTE: The National Constitution and acts of the National Conventions constitute the fundamental law of the Auxiliary and the Department Constitutions. The acts of the Department Convention and the Department Executive Committees must conform to them or be rendered null and void. Similarly the Constitution of a Unit must conform to the Constitution of the Department in which it is located. Any provision of a Unit constitution which conflicts with the Constitution of the Department or with any action of the Department Convention or the Department Executive Committee is invalid and without effect. In a few Departments the adoption of a uniform Unit Constitution and Bylaws prescribed by the Department is mandatory.

Explanation of the Preamble to the Constitution of the

American Legion Auxiliary 

“For God and Country, we associate ourselves together for the following purposes: To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of America…” 

The first of the 10 principles of The American Legion and Auxiliary is a sacred pledge of allegiance to the Constitution of the United States. It is most appropriate that the first ideas presented in the Preamble be dedicated to the continued defense of our nation by those very persons who have either served in wartime or had a close relative who served. The pledge to uphold and defend America is the first obligation of every Legionnaire and Auxiliary member. 

“To maintain law and order…” 
Law and order must be maintained if freedom is to be maintained. Liberty is not license. Good government means that all citizens are secure in their lives and property. To this, the Legion and Auxiliary are pledged by the second principle stated in the Preamble. 

“To foster and perpetuate a one hundred percent Americanism…” 
The term “Americanism” covers all of the things that have made the American nation great and the American people free. It implies qualities of character as well as principles of government. Under this Constitution’s principles, the Legion and Auxiliary have worked, and are continuing to work, to defeat the attempts of subversive organizations to undermine our system. We attempt to build loyalty to and confidence in American ideals, and to develop an American citizenship capable of making America’s free form of government a constantly greater success. 

“To preserve the memories and incidents of our associations during the Great Wars…” 
Every member of the Auxiliary has close personal associations with the sacrifice of war, be it World Wars I and II, Korea, Vietnam, Grenada/Lebanon, Panama and Persian Gulf War. The associations and incidents of these struggles are to be remembered not only for their heroes, their victories for freedom, but also to remind us of the awful implications and inevitable tragedies accompanying war. 

“To inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, state and nation…” 
The individual is the basis of the American nation. Unlike other ideas of government, the American ideal places the individual first. The nation belongs to the individual, not the individual to the nation. The government exists for the purpose of serving the individual, not the individual for the purpose of serving the nation. If this ideal is to survive, there must be a voluntary sense of obligation of the individual to the nation and its component parts, the community and state. The American citizen serves his community, state and nation, not as a driven slave, but as a free man guided by his own sense of duty. To inculcate this feeling among all Americans is one of the great purposes of the Legion and Auxiliary. 

“To combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses…” 
If America is to remain “the land of the free,” the government must always be a government of all the people and for all the people. No classes are recognized in America. No masses of downtrodden people exist. Neither must be permitted to develop, but America must be kept the country of opportunity for all, where every citizen’s first allegiance is to the nation, not to some social or economic class or mass. Dominance must not be gained by any such grouping of Americans. This is another basic pledge of the Legion and Auxiliary. 

“To make right the master of might…” 
The American form of government guarantees equal rights to all citizens. The American Legion Auxiliary, born from a struggle against ruthless might, pledges their strength to a continued struggle to prevent invasion of the rights of any citizen by any force, no matter of what character. 

“To promote peace and goodwill on earth…” 
The men and women of the Legion and the women of the Auxiliary know well the ghastly futility of war. We know that war brings only misery to any nation, which engages in it, to the victor as well as the vanquished. With the lessons of war constantly in mind, we pledge ourselves to promote peace and goodwill among nations. We have worked steadily in the cause in the face of forces, which have sought to sow enmity and war throughout the world. 

“To safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of justice, freedom and democracy…” 
These were the principles that inspired America’s great war efforts over the decades, and the Legion and Auxiliary stand determined that these principles should not be lost to America in time of peace. Following this pledge, the Legion and Auxiliary work to safeguard justice, freedom and democracy against the dangers of indifferent citizenship and undermining by their enemies. It strives to give understanding of and devotion to these principles to the younger generations of Americans so that they will endure for the future of the country. 

“To participate in and contribute to the accomplishment of the aims and purposes of The American Legion…” 
Thus, the Auxiliary pledges its full strength to the support of The American Legion, and affirm its character as an auxiliary to the Legion. It has always been faithful to this pledge, never developing programs or policies of its own, but directing all of its activities towards the “accomplishment of the aims and purposes of The American Legion.” 

“To consecrate and sanctify our association comradeship by devotion to mutual helpfulness.” 
In this final phrase of the Preamble is set forth the purpose which has guided the Legion and Auxiliary in all of their vast rehabilitation and youth work; in everything they have done to lighten the burden for those suffering from the results of wars; and to bring full justice to those paying the human price for America’s victory. In this work of mercy and relief, the Auxiliary has made great contributions toward the achievement of the Legion’s purpose.  Auxiliary web site uses word “association” in this line – Legion web site example uses “comradeship” in this line.
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	For God and Country, we associate ourselves together for the following purposes: 

To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of America; 

to maintain law and order; 

to foster and perpetuate a one hundred per cent Americanism; 

to preserve the memories and incidents of our associations during the Great Wars;

to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, state and nation;

to combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses; 

to make right the master of might; to promote peace and goodwill on earth; 

to safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of justice, freedom, and democracy; 

to participate in and contribute to the accomplishment of the aims and purposes of The American Legion; 

to consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion to mutual helpfulness. 


National will mail Membership Renewal Reminders approximately September 1.


NEW MEMBERSHIPS start for 2013 year as of Sept. 1





ec. 31 – Last day for PURL Applications for 2012





National will mail 2nd Notice for Renewals approximately Jan 2





Feb. 1 – Last day for Late 2012 Renewals 








May 1 – Deadline to report Rate Changes for 2014 to Department,


May 9 – Deadline to report Rate Changes to National ALAMIS
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